
Confined Space Entry & Tunnel Safety – Appendix G: Space Determination Flowchart

1. Evaluate the space (answer each question)

Q1: Is the space large enough to fully enter and perform work?
Q2: Is there limited means of entry and exit that hinders the 
ability to escape?
Q3: Is the space not designed for continuous occupancy and is 
it unsuitable for occupancy under normal operating conditions 
without safety and health considerations?

No If you answered “no” to ANY of the 
three questions …

The space does not meet the 
definition of a confined space. 

STOP

Yes

If you answered “yes” to ALL three questions … The 
space meets the definition of a confined space.

Proceed

2. Determine if the confined space is a permit-
required confined space

Q4: Are ONE OR MORE of these hazards present?
-Engulfment Hazard
-Configuration Hazard
-Atmospheric Hazard
-Other Recognized Hazards

No
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The space is a confined space.

Unless hazards are introduced there are no entry 
requirements.  
If hazards are introduced, perform a hazard assessment and 
control them (H&SM Ch 1 App B & Form 2)

YesThe space is a permit-required 
confined space.  Entry requires the 
following:  

-Space evaluation (IV.A.)
-Monitoring equipment (IV.E. & App D)
-Training (V.)
-Rescue (non-entry retrieval) (IV.H.)
-Rescue (unable to self-rescue) (IV.H.)
-Permit records (VI.B.)
-Maintain exposure records (VI.B.)

References are to sections of H&SM Ch 5
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