
Personal Statement vs. Statement of Purpose

Personal Statement 
Who are you 
beyond your 
academics

Highlights personal 
motivations

How have you 
overcome obstacles

Statement of 
Purpose

How your academic 
background and 

career goals fit with 
the program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Remember who is reading this: the admissions committee.  They want to make sure you are a good fit and you will be successful.
Statement of Purpose tends to be more formal, while the personal statement can be more creative.
Both are typically 1-3 pages, double spaced.
Most programs don’t distinguish between either, or will have a blended approach.  Some will include a writing prompt like “tell me about a time you…”




• Be specific with future goals
• Include details of the program that interest you & why
• How those goals and interests align with the program
• Talk about Accomplishments
• Put a positive spin on weaknesses and move on
• Be Authentic
• Edit & Proofread
• Proofread

Top Tips in Writing your Statement 

PROOFREAD PROOFREAD!! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Specific- too generic to say you want to save the whales, improve man kind
You will be evaluated on how effectively you communicate.
Know the program and the faculty-write about a specific course you can’t wait to take and a faculty’s research
Ask the faculty to read it & your resume after you’ve asked the writing center to view it.  Have a team focus in reviewing your applications




• Choosing a Program - American Chemical Society (acs.org)
• Fully Funded Master’s Programs in Chemistry | ProFellow
• When to Apply for Graduate School | Month-by-Month Timeline (scribbr.com)

• Statement of Purpose vs Personal Statement: The 2 Big Differences • 
PrepScholar GRE

• The Writing Center | Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing (osu.edu)
• Are you thinking about Graduate School? | Department of Evolution, Ecology 

and Organismal Biology (osu.edu)

• Career Studio | ASC Career Success (osu.edu)
• Big Interview | ASC Career Success (osu.edu)

Resources

https://www.acs.org/education/students/graduate/gradschool/choosing.html
https://www.profellow.com/fellowships/fully-funded-ms-and-ma-programs-in-chemistry/
https://www.scribbr.com/graduate-school/when-to-apply/#:%7E:text=Once%20you%E2%80%99ve%20decided%20to%20apply%20for%20graduate%20school%2C,4%20Take%20any%20standardized%20exams%20you%20might%20need
https://www.prepscholar.com/gre/blog/statement-of-purpose-vs-personal-statement/#:%7E:text=First%20off%2C%20what%20is%20the%20main%20difference%20between,for%20you%20and%20the%20program%20you%E2%80%99re%20applying%20to.
https://cstw.osu.edu/our-programs/writing-center
https://eeob.osu.edu/undergraduate-students/are-you-thinking-about-graduate-school
https://eeob.osu.edu/undergraduate-students/are-you-thinking-about-graduate-school
https://asccareersuccess.osu.edu/undergraduate-students/personalize-your-career-plan/career-studio
https://asccareersuccess.osu.edu/big-interview
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